advanced steadily to within striking distance of the
batteries, and then rushed upon them with the
bayonet. After a short but bloody contest he cap-
tured them—an event, we may say, decisive of the
battle; for although the enemy made repeated at-
tempts to recover their ﬁm and their A:ou.ition,
they were as often driven by the unflinching
steadiness of our men. It was past eleven o'clock,
however, before they finally, with no very good
grace, gave up the contest and ubandoned the field.
to us. In driving back one of the last of these ob-
stinate and bloody charges, Scott received & very se-
vere musket-shot wound, which shattered all the
bones of his left shoulder, and still greatly disables
that arm:  Gen. Brown, also, was wounded
about the same time; and both Generals had to be
borue from the field, with hurts that left it doubtful
if either would ever be able to serve again. We
have only to add, in regard to the fight of Chippe-
wa, that if modern times can show us battles on a
ter scale or more decisive in their consequences
ﬂ:: this Lundy's Lane or Bridgewater, they can
resent none more skilfully or bloodily contested ;
or aguin (as at Chippewa) the loss among all those
engaged may be fuirly stated as probably one in
every four, killed, wounded, or taken.
SCOTT'S SLOW RECOVERY FROM HIS WOUNDS—
PROMOTION,

For a month after the battle of Nia Scott
lay between life and death, first at Buffalo, then
at Williamsville, and nextly at Batavis, in the
house of Mr. Brishane, under the gentle care of
whose fumily he at last recovered just enough to
bear the being carried in a litter on men’s shoulders.
In this manner he was slowly and laboriously borne
along from town to town, in search of medical re-
lief, upon the voluntary shoulders of those who
loved him for his exploits, until at last they brought |
him to the house of his friend, John Nicholas, at

Geneva. Thenes, after recovarin§ a little further
under the nursing of that household, he slowly made
his way towards Philadelphia, that he might obtain

the aid of the celebrated Drs. Physick, Chapman,
and Gibson. Kvery where as he passed he was
greeted by all the public honors and private atten-
tions he could bear. Princeton, in particular, met
the suffering hero with the literary compliment of
an academic reception and a diploma, made more
grateful to the soldier by the revolutionary memo-
ries of that'scene of battles. At Philadelphia Gov.
Soyder and the citizens welcomed him with mili-

and civie parades. Thence -he proeeeded to
Baltimore, to direct measures for the defence of
which and of Philadelphia against an expected Bri-
tish attack he had, disabled as he was, received a
request from the Government and the Congressional
representatives of Pennsylvania and Maryland.
Arriving in Washiugton in October, he was, being
now aguin fit for duty, placed in command of that
military district, and employed to plan the expected
campaigns of the next spring, in which, of course,
he would have had a leading part, and have won
new laurels, if peace had not been meantime con-
cluded at fihent, on the 24th of December, 1814,
and ratified by our Senate on the 15th of February,
1815, After this event, there being no further
need for him in the field, Mr. Madison offered him
the post of Secretary at War; but he declined it,
considering himself too young, fer he was yet only
twenty-eight. Meanwhile, he had been brevetted
for the battles of Chippewa and Niagara to the
highest existing rank in our service—that of Major
General. It is known that at every previous step
of Lis rapid promotion President Madison, though

plan for the organization and instruction of the

ing the army. In 1820 he again visited Europe,
for professional information.

life of Gen. Seott crowd upon us. We must there-

woul

in its tendency, and gave his reasons for that view.
The conversation was conveyed to Gen. Juckson by
some anonymous tale-bearer., The Generalgalways
ready to fight any body who ventured to disapprove
one of his violent aets, wrote to Gen. Seott from
Nashville, requesting to know if his anonymous
correspondent reported the truth? Gen. Scott re-
plied by telling how far, and the circumstances; dis.
avowing any ill will towards bim as influencing his
opinion. Gren. Jackson rejoined quite m‘ignl{,' und
with an offer of personal satisfaction. To this, in
his answer, (ien. Scott, who thought Gen. Jackson
had noright to be offended, and who (besides that he
had no need to give proof of his having eoura
enough to meet (ren, Jackson or any body) had no
taste for shedding blood any where but ou the bat-
tle-field, paid no attention. And so for the time
the affair dropped. In 1823, however, they were
both in Washington at once ; and it being currently
reported that Gen. Jackson meant to insult him
whenever they met, Gen. Scott sent him a note re-
ferring to their fulling out, to the fact of their be-
ing now for the first time within reach of each
other, and to the possibility that Gen. Jackson did
not know of it; nor that he would yet remain in
Washington for three days. To this note Gen.
Jackson returned a conciliatory answer ; they made
friends, and ever after remained upon terms of all
courtesy and respect.

PREPARES OUR SYSTEMS OF TACTICS: GOES

ABROAD AGAIN.

We owe to Gen. Scott almost all we have of a
military system. That which we use was (as has
been seen) first introduced by him at Buffalo,
There he with it in three months converted Gen.
Brown’s division into men that could not afterwards
be beat. He had then only personally taught it:
but in 1814-15 it was regularly adopted for all our
army, by a board of officers, of which he was Pre-
sident. In 1821 he published it in 8vo., under
title of “ (feneral Regulations for the Army.” In
1825 he puoblished his ¢ Infuntry Tactics”” In
1836 he drew up for the War Department “ A

whole body of the Militia of the Union,” and % A
System of Infantry and Rifle Tactics.” In 1835
he published, by order of Congress, a new edition
of the latter. How well his system works has been
seen in Mexico, through the armies formed under
it. Certainly, we owe much to West Point and its
scientific instruction ; but West Point owes no little
of what it is to Gen. Scott. It is he, in reality,
who has given to our army that adwmirable spirit,
that high gentlemanliness, that character, that ex-
treme e%ciency, that respect for law and that love
of duty, which distinguish it even more than its
science, and make it the finest body of men in the
world. It appears, too, singularly enough, that he
may be placed among the earliest pioneers of the
Temperance Reform. For he published in 1821 a
long tract (12 columns) in Walsh's National Ga-
zette of Philadelphin, proposing a plan for restriet-
ing the use of ardent spirits in the United States.
He was led to this idea by the mischiefs from in-
temperance with which he had to contend in goyern-

THE BLACK HAWK WAR: THE CHOLERA: SCOTT'S
CONDUCT.
The interesting events which are contained in the

fore I:.--u very slightly over some of them which
show very bright in the history of others.

Such a ease is that of his conduct in the Black Hawk

knowing him well and persuaded of his extraordi-
nary military merits, had always objected that, al-
though he deserved it, he was too young. He had
thus thought that Scott was made fieutenant colonel
too young, adjutant general too young, colonel of a

war of 1852 ; where he not only quieted most hu-
manely and prudently great difficulties with In-
dian tribes, but concluded treaties of great benefit
to our people of the Northwest; and, more than
all, endeared himself to every true heart by the

double regiment too young, and brigadier yeneral
quite too young. But when, after his late heroic
battles, it was proposed to him by his Cabinet to
advance the youth to our highest military grade,
be laughingly answered,  Put him down a major
eneral 3 I have done with objecting to his youth.”
g’wo years before he had looked unﬁlim as only old
enough to be 2 major; now he thought him ripe
enough to be Secretary at War! When, as we
bave said, Scott declined that dignity, he endeavor-
ed to induce him at least to become acting Seere-
tary—keeping his army rank, of course—until Wm.
H. Crawford, then in France, could return to take
the post; but this also Scott respectfully declined,
out of delicacy towards his semiors in date, Gens.
Brown and Jackson. :
IS SENT TO EUROPE: MISSTON PARTLY MILITARY,
PARTLY POLITICAL.
The enfeebled state of his health and the desire
of professional improvement suggesting to him a
trip to Europe, the Government now gave him a
double commission abroad : first, to look into the
improvements of military science there; and next
to conduct certain secret negotiations as to the views
of foreign courts in regard to the Independence of
Spanish America and the supposed designs of Bri-
tain upon the island of Cuba. Of these latter ob-
jects he acquitted himself much to the satisfaction
of our Executive. To accomplish the former, he
examined the chief military establishments of West-
ern Europe, conversed with its most eminent sol-
diers, and attended the scientific lectures of the
schools of Tactics ; bringing home with him, in 1816,
whatever could improve our own and fit him for
drawing up those systems of discipline and instrue-
tion for our Army and Militia to which we have
since owed our Mexican victories. On his return
he was placed in command of the military division
of the seaboard, with New York for his headquar-
ters. In 1817, he married Miss Mayo, of Richmond.
THANKS VOTED HIM: SWORDS, MEDAL: CONDUCT
OF ROBBERS.
Meantime, Virginia and New York had presented
?im votes of ti:junks and rich swords, “ for his uni-
orm eonduct in sustaining the mili repu-
tationgoo?dthe United States, in gt:\'r:ry conﬁtﬁrywh]e,m
he was present during the late war with England,
but more especially in the successive engagements
of Chippewa and Niagars.” Congress also voted
him, in the same high terms, (conferred by it on no
other,) a large gold medal, inscribed with the names
of Chippewa and Niagara, and bearing his image
upon it. With this medal two singular incidents
are connected. It was placed for safe keeping in
the vault of the City Bank of New York. A noted
robber, afterwards detected and punished, breaking
into the safe, carried off from thence every thing
else valuable, but spargd, in evident respect for the
“brave soldier's only wealth, this token of public
bonor—his medal. Its case was found lying there
open, but with its large mass of pure gold safe.
Pr:t even a whole life of erime had been able to ex-
tinguish in that poor felon a lingering feeling of
patriotism, of pride in his country’s best soldier.
Alns ! if ever the general admiration of his eountry
should bring that soldier forward as its nominee for
the Presidency, it is but too easy to foresee that there
will be men, called not theives, hat
will do their best to rifle him of all his hard-won
fame, which the .robber respected! " But again
long afterwards, in travelling by steamboat from

Albany down to New York, Gen. Scott had his
pocket picked of 4 purse containing some eight hun-
vertised
His money was sent back to him by the
head thief of the city, with a respectful assurance

dred dollars in gold. On arriving he
his loss.
that none of his people would have touched the
General's purse if they had known his person.

QUARREL WITH GEN. JACKSON: THEIR RECON-
CILIATION.

In 1817 there occurred a very unnecessary diffi-
culty between Gens. Seott and Jackson. The lat-
ter issued a general order grossly insubordinate

towards the War Department. At a dinner part

liticians, who

s New. York Gov. Olinton asked Gen. Scott/y] " Uv voufkdantial instructions,

manner in which, when the Asiatic chalera broke
out among his soldiers with most fatal violence, he
nursed and tended them, im total disregard of his
own safety, although himself affected all the while
by symptoms of lghe disease. So terrible was the

Lof enforcing the law, until they failed. Buta hrée

diseretion wus, of course, left him ; for every thing
depended on judgment. Without that, all the in-
struetions in the world would not have been worth a
button. Happily for the country, and not less
happily for South Carolina, the right man had been
chosen for this difficult service, and chosen because
the Government knew him to be just the man, not
because it loved him. He condueted the whole busi-
ness to its end, with such steadiness and skill, with
such a lmpsy mixture of concilintion and firmness, of
secreey und of timely words, that hé controlled the
violenee of both parties, induced the leaders and
setters-on of the matter themselves to hearken to
his patriotic counsels, and finally disarmed those
fliming animosities and that insane wish to see blood-
shed, which had, when he arrived in Charleston,
filled all men’s minds, and armed their handsagainst
each other. Nothing could be more dangerous than
the men, the temper, and the situation of things
with which he had to deal; nothing mere delicate
and yet firm than the management rvequired. A
single false step would probably have been fatal and
lighted up a civil war, which would have spread
through tia whole South and sundered the Union.
We owe (under God) our esenpe from these terrible
evils only to the exertions and the wisdom of Gen.
Scott ; who abundantly proved to all those who were
actors in the matter (among whom the writer hereof
was one) that his abilities are quite as equal to dan-
rous and difficult civil conjunetures as to the hand-
ing of armies in the field. :
FLORIDA WAR: PUBLIC DISAPPOINTMUNT AND
INJUBTIGE.

Of the Florida war, and Gen. Scott’s brief part
in it, we need say little. Itisnot ble to dwell
upon operations which the habits of the foe and the
nature of the country where he was to be hunted
up made and still continue to make invarigble fail-
ures. The publie, with a levity and an injustice of
which it has now been long aware, condemned Gen.
Scott because, sent off to lﬁorida suddenly and with-
out preparation, he did not finish in a month a war
which afterwards cost years of exertion and ten
millions of money, and is hardly ended yet. He
lost no battle, suffered no check; but no matter—
he did not at onee subdue an enemy whom he conld
not find; and all his merits, all his services, were
forgotten. Nobody knew the impracticable country
in which he was to act, nor that it was a warfare of

ess and experiment, in which he was obliged to

gin by groping in the dark for the best mode of
operating. He was laughed at by the publie, and
recalled by the Administration. {Sut he demanded
an inquiry, and the able court before which the
matter was tried came to the clearest opinion that
he had committed no fault, and that his plans were
all well laid, and executed with all zeal and ability.
These transactions were in 1836.

HE QUELLS THE TROUBLES OF THE CANADIAN
FRONTIER.

This country of ours is always easy to persuade
that it has lost or is on the point of losing its own
liberty; but though thus confessedly h:u-& put to it
to take care of its own freedom, it bas a great pas-
sion for making itself the guardian of every body
else’s. This prudent disposition has more than once
threatened to get us into great trouble, sometimes
with other nations, sometimes amony ourselves. In
1857 it was near plunging us into a war with Great
Britain. At that time an insurrection was attemupted
in Canada, Tts object was the independence of that
country. But far the greater part of the population
preferred remaining under the British Government,
und the revolt was at once crushed, rather by the
Canadian militia than the Government troops.
This should have been enough to satisfy any well-
wisher to the so-called Canadian cause ; for surely,
if Canada had no mind to set up for freedom, she
had aright to please herself, and it was nobody's
business but hers. So, however, seem not to have
thought many of our penple.

All along our border, from Vermont to Michigan,
a sort of army, a wide and very numerous organi-

mortality which of a sudden fell upon his men that
out of 950 there were, in a few days, but about 400
left. The rest had perished aboard the steamers
which were conveying them, or, when landed at Chi-
cago, had fled from tEe pestilence-stroke ; but, over-
taken by it in their flight, and every where denied
shelter und aid by the terrified inhabitants, hadon ly
died, for the most part, still more miserably. Sentt’s
own boat, small and crowded, became a perfeet pest-
house ; out of 220 men aboard, 52 died in the pas-
sage, and 80 had to be placed in the hospital when tll)u-y
reached Chicago! The deck and hold were covered
with the dead and dying. Amidst this terrible
scene, instead of contenting himself (as most men
in command would have done) with mercly ordering
the medical men to take all necessary measures for
relieving the sick, Scott became in person their at-
tendant, and performed for his humblest comrade,
with a brother's care, every dangerous office from
which others shrank. Much as he has shown him-
self the hiro upon battle-fields, he never any where
displayed u more genuine heroism, one more pure,
noble, and affecting, than upon this occasion. Such
has been his eonduct tow his fellow-soldiers in
all times of suffering. Here, while their messmates
fled from them, many of their officers neglected
them, and their panic-stricken fellow-citigens shut
their doors and hearts against them, the great Com-
mander, as fw:l as he was brave, stood by them as
true at the death-bed as in battle,

SCOTT EENT T0 QUIET THE NULLIFIERS: DOES IT.
He had bardly got home from these trying scenes
when a fresh order of the Government sent him to
another. At the close of 1832 (November) Nulli-
ficntion was coming to a head. A South Carolina
Convention had passed its ordinance declaring that
the United States revenue laws should not be en-
forced in that State ; and its Legislatureand Execu-
tive were (while insisting that gulliﬂmlion was the
most peaceful of remedies) making all preparations
for armed resistance. Indeed, the whole population
had, by four years of incessant ngitation, been work-
ed up into little short of a public phrenzy. Two-
thirds of them had learnt to believe themselves the
most oppressed people upon carth ; they were ready
to go to any extremity; and the readier, becanse
they had in a very bitter opposition-party at home
an object of immediate hate, on whom they longed
to wreak a double vengeance, for not only the sins
of the Federal Gmmm? which that party sup.
ported, but for its own. In short, these adverse
factions, about equally fanatieal, were at a point of
mutual exasperation where a colligion muldptl)mrdl_y
be hindered, and where that collision could searcely
fail to become the signal of a civil war. The Union
(or Government ) party regarded itsopponents as trai-
tors to the confederncy ; its ents looked on
them as traitors to their State. Both were keen to
come to blows ; the former, though the weaker, be-
enuse they were denounced and proseribed by the
others, and relied upon the strong federal arm for
crushing them as soon as it came to arms; the lat-
ter, because they knew this feeling, and were doubly
furious against those who, though Carolinians, were
anxions to have their own State d ed. Such
was the condition of things amidst which (ven. Soott
was sent among them. At first, to aseertain exactly
what measures were needed, and yet to avoid adding
to their excitement by apen steps of military pre-
caution, he went down in November to Colnm‘:‘i.:,
Augusta, Rﬂ“‘"_ﬂ}h. and Charleston, as if on his or-
dinary yearly visit of inspecting the United States’
gml fortresses.  When he had thus quietly
looked into every thing, he retwrned to Washington,
made his report to President Jackson, concerted with
the Government all that wns to be done, sent for-
ward to Charleston the revenne catters and
that were needful, and then repaired thither him.qelf,
These we cannot re-

opinion of it. He answered that it was mutinous

cite further than that he was to kt-ep on the defen-
sive as far ag possible, and to rely on the legal means

zation of selfstyled “Sympathizers,” had spread
itself. A few of them, when the outbreak occurred,
had crossed, joined in it, fallen into the hands of
the British authorities, and been punished. This
only made the rest more violent; and the scene of
Canadian Revolution, broken up there, was trans-
ferred to our side. Forgefting all treaties and all
sense, one-fourth of our population along there scem
to have made up their mind that what Canada would
not have—independence—we, her neighbors, would
make her have, any how. To add to the flame, the
English violated our territory, by seizing upon o
steamer, the Curoline, that was employed in carey-
ing over “sympathizers” to Navy Island, where
they were collecting forces for a fresh invasion. She
was faken, destroyed, and an American on board of
her killed. This oeutrage produced a great excite-
ment all over the United States: for our people,
though not at all serupulous of violating the terri-
tory of others, are extremely jealous of their own.
So strong was the public feeling that there secmed
nothing more Ilikeﬁl than that 1 bodies of our
folks, instigated and led by the many refugees from
Canada who were among them, would fling them-
selves, at many points, upon the British territory,
and that a war between the two Goyernments would
necessarily ensue. To prevent this, President Van
Buren again put in requisition the abilities of Gen.
Seott as a peace-maker. On the 4th January, 1838,
he was sent off to the frontier, with ample powers,
both political and military, on the one side to sup-
press the illcg;:.l movements of our “sympathizers,”
and on the other to check any British violation of
our soil. It was necessary to meet those armed as-
semblages of misguided meon, as fast as collect-
ed, all along a frontier of eight hundred miles, and,
by the joint force of reason and of firm authority, to
get the better of their passions and of the influence
of their leaders. He had no sooner done this at one
point than he was obliged often to hurry off to ano-
ther, perhaps far away, for the same purpose. This
was much of it done by the most rapid journeys,
through all the rigors of a Northern winter, md{y
night: for in the day he acted, and travelled by
night. Such was his sE:d to move and his nglf-
ance to wateh, that if a body of these le assem.
bled any where, no matter how far oﬁ', before they
could move forward to act, he was sure to be in the
midst of them, arguing, warning, conjuring them
or if all else failed, assuring thom that they s
not march except over his dead body. &hik he
dealt thus with our own people, he negoti as
actively and as effoctually with John Bull's men, to
prevent any provoeation and to produce reasona
ness on their side. This severe and difficult duty
ocoupied him, at various intervals as the troubles
burst dut afresh or were appeased, all through the
year 1838 and part of 1839, When nos en ]

in them, he was as busily employed on two m
important public services, s follows,

HIS REMOVAL OF THE CHEROKEES FROM GEIQRGIA..

Although the successful management of this pain-
ful but necessary business did equal honor to the
judgment and the humanity of Seott, yet we have
not space for its details. The United States had in
1802 bound themselves toGeorgia to extinguish the
Indian title to lands within her limits. Before
Georgia positively claimed the performance of that
engagement, these Indians (Cherokees) had quitted
their sa mode of life, become christians and
tillers of the earth, and quite civilized. Of course
they had ceased to hold their lands in common;
they had become individual proprictors. Having
improved their lands and made to themselves homes,

they had naturally grown sttached to them.
claimed, however, to live under the e u’? ?i'

the General Government and to be exempt from

the State jurisdiction of Georgia, while the Iatter
asserted the contrary. Hen;sa ]!m; uarrel and

much mutnal hostility arose. Finally things came
to such & height that it was evident t{wy w?ﬂdm

must be removel. A
to the

1e new seats assigned them beyond the Missis-
aiprl, but the body o
terly refused, declaring that th

ey
leave the homesteads that had now

tearing a whole people from their hearthstones would
have been a most unwelcome one to apy man with
a heart, even had they been submissive; but they
were warlike, and the despair of a brave race, abun-
dantly armed, skilful, and possessing in their coun-
try mountain and forest fastnesses, was too likely to
make it a business at once bloody and inglorious.
Scott, ever the man resorted to when things are diffi-
cult or disagreeable, was again the person pitched
?cn by President Van Buren for this sad service.

e executed it, however, so humanely as well as
efficiently as to take away the chief part of what
threatened to make it melancholy.  Arriving among
them with several regiments of troops, he began by
securing all their strongholds. He next issued an
address to his men, enjoining the greatest kindness
and care towards mau, woman, and child, and de-
nouncing severe punishment for all ill usage of any
Indian. At the same time he published an address
to the nation so full of reason and affection, that
t ?iy, little accustomed to be dealt with in so
and brotherly a manuner, were completely won from
all their stubborn purposes, came cheerfully into
his measures, and were, under his careful and be-
neficent arrangements, transported to their mew
abiding places.

HE PREVENTS A WAR ABOUT THE DISPUTED TER-
i RITORY IN MAINE.

Just after this came his other service of peace, in
settling the quarrel betweer Maine and the British
authorities of New Brunswick ; a quarrel which was
on the point of coming to blows, that a bloedy na-
tional conflict would have been sure to follow. The
difficulty sprang out of the uncertain terms
which our original treaty of peace with Great Bri-
tain (that of 1783) described the limits that
were to divide us from the British province. Re-
peated conferences of ambassadors and commission-
ers had attempted to settle how the line should be
drawn, according to the treaty; but they had all
failed. In this manner a thing which would at
first have been easy to adjust became at last very
hard to adjust. For the strip of disputed territory,
small and barren, which originally lay in the heart
of a dreary wilderness, remote from any settlements
on either side, came gradually to be approached from
both sides by the spread of population; nay, to have
within it, at several points, small settlements, a part
of them made by Americans and a part by British.
Each of these claimed, of course, to belong to the
country from which the settlers came, and looked
on the settlers from the other side as intruders. So,
too, the respective local authorities: both Maine
and New Brunswick held the jurisdiction to be
theirs. Both sold the timber on it; for the soil
was worthless, the timber alone of any value, and
the business of “lumbering” the only pursuit which
ted people thither. It was, in short, a quarrel not
about the land but the timber on it.  But this was
all the worse ; for, us to the soil, they could have
waited for negotiation between the two superior
Governments to settle the right : nobody could carry
off the soil : but not so the timber ; that, the lum-
bermen on either side would have been sure to run
away with before any negotiators would agree about
the true boundary, Well, the result of all this had
been g violent quarrel between Maine and New
Brunswick. Both had sold to their people rights
to cut timber ; both cousidered themselves bound to
uphold their own jurisdiction and the rights they
had conveyed to their citizens. First their lumber-
men foll out; then their magistrates; and finally
their governors and legislators. At first it was a
war ulE writs. and arrests; but presently there was
resistance, and the posses had to be called out. Posse,
however, met posse, arrest met arrest; until, at
length Maine called out her militia, and the Governor
of New Brunswick marched his troops; while our
Congress, taking up the note of war, placed at the
disposal of theu#rwdeut ten millions of dollars and
fifty thousand troops. War scemed almost certain :
a blow had only to be struck; and both Maine and
New Brunswicﬁ stood ready to-strike it. It wasin
this very threatening state of things that Gen. Scott
was sent thither. The Government had already
interfered and concluded a pacificatory arrangement
with Mr. Fox, then the British ambassador here :
but it stipulated for the withdrawal of the troops of
Maine, without exacting the same of New Bruns-
wick ; and the consequence was that this clumsy at-
tempt aggravated th difficulty it was meant to
settle. Scott hastened to Augusta, and opened
there at once negotiations with both the authorities
of Maine and with Gen, Sir John Harvey, the
Governor of New Brunswick, his warm personal
friend ever since the Canadian war, when 1Eecy *had
often met in battle, often seen each other's gallant
acts, often joined in those deeds of humanity or
courlcng towards a foe which soften the ferocity of
war and give it a grace even beyond that of bravery.
By an act of this sort, in truth, Scott had saved
H’m 's life. He had unbounded confidence in
Gien. Seott ; and, very soon coming into his elevated
views, consented to make the concession to Maine
of withdrawing his troops. Maine alone, then, re-
mained to beimught to reason. This Scott now
soon effected ; and thus, by his prudence and hu-
manity, for the fourth time deserved that noble title
of the Peace-maker, which great warriors have sel-
dom been good enough men to earn.
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS OF 1540 AND 1844

POLITICS.
Between the Maine affair and the Mexican war
Gen. Scott had nothing to perform beyond his ordi-
nary military duties, except so far as some impor-
tant public conjunctures called him to the duty of
taking some action or expressing some opinion on
matters of high national concern. In 1840, when
the delegations from New York and four other States
were about to bring his name forward in the Harris-
burg Convention as the Whig nominee for the Pre-
sidency, he wrote a letter dec ing that he thought
the nomination was due, first of all, to the public
merits of Mr. Clay; mext, if he could not be elect-
ed, to Gen. Harrison ; and, lastly, that it should
only be given to himself if the chances of success
secmed £s te, and a “ forlorn hope™ was to be
led. Bix copies of this letter were placed in the
hands of as many members of the Convention, and
there made known. Again, in the nommation of
1844, he signified, by a published letter, his prefer-
ence for Mr. Clay rather than himself. Tu the same
year he made known b; a circular, in answer to in.
quiries addressed to him from many quarters, his
inions as to all the main questions on party poli-
ties. They showed him to be eminently a "Whig
and a Conservative. He had previously, in a letter
to T. P. Atkinson, of Danville, Virginia, avowed all
his views on the subject of slavery. We need only
say that they are precisely those of Watkins Leigh.
Tgey amount to this : that he dislikes slavery, 1&
Mr. Jefferson, and would like to see it abo ished,
but cautiously, slowly, and ml{ by State legisla-
tion ; for he holds Congress to have no power over
the subject, except in the District of Columbia,
where in good faith they ought not to exercise it.
The mmumh‘of th:lﬁl? itionists he considers mis-
taken ones, that w ring great calamities m
both whites and blacks, He looks on the
which has been kindled up, and all agitation, as only
injurious to the public good and to the cause of
emancipation. These are the opinions of a wise
man, a patriot, and & true friend of freedom.
may displease the fanatical in the North, or the
equally fanatieal in the South; but his

live together in any peace, and that the Cherokees
of them yielded and went

the nation (some 15,000) ut-
! d, made up their
minds rather to perish, every soul of them, than to
grown so dear
to them. Reluotant as they were, the office of

by | among the very

‘and sent it a formal notice to surrender; and

alike admirable, effected with only the loss of two
officers and but a dozen or two of men, while he
was inflicting upon the enemy a terrible destruction.

are, caution to p

¢ | next most important Mexican port in that quarter,

sought to conceal it from any one. ¢

NATIVE AMERICANISM,

We mean not to hide an

Gen. Scott. We write of

;l;:llwrimo:himfunkl.
mocracy, by represen the Whigs

nﬁwofulylfu:ii@-md' ens, deceived the

body of these and secured thei

sides that, the conduct of the * K pire Club” in
New York, the bloody riots in I:E

many good und sober citizens, and seemed to threaten
that a comparatively small number of deluded wmen

these circumstances, Gen. Scott, like many others,
thought our birthright was going to be taken from
us, and declared himself in m of len thening the
term now required for the admission of a foreigner
to the rights of a citizen. In the hent of the mo-
ment he and many others fuiled to see what they
must now see, that not the nuturalized citizens were
to be blamed for what had happened, but the native-
born Locofocos who had imposed on them, and who
impose on every body else equally that they can de-
ceive. But time, reflection, and especially the
bravery and patriotisin with which he saw our na-
turalized soldiers fight through the Mexican war,
convinced him that he had been wrong; and, ss
brave and honest men are the promptest to make
amends, he made them to those to whom he had
done injustice by a letter of 20th May, 1848, to
Mr. W. E. Robinson.

THE MEXICAN WAR—SCOTT PLACED IN COMMAND.
We come now to that great and brilliant series of
military operations ; the daring, and it may well
he styled romantic, expedition against the city of
Mexico, which, by its bold coneeption and admirable
execution, must place the name of WiNrreLp Scorr
t in modern warfare for consum-
mate soldiership. The facts, however, are so recent,
80 fresh in the memory of many in all parts of our
country who shared in them, that we shall have
less need to relate them with any minuteness.
In the very outset of the war, the brave Gen.
Taylor and his gallant army had won a succession
of victories, which, while they gave great reputa-
tion to. our arms, placed us in  possession of the
Mexican territories, on that side, as far as Tampico
on the coast and Saltillo in the interior. Stockton
and Fremont had seized upon Upper California, with
little resistance; Kearny upon New Mexico with
less; and Wool and Doniphan were marching unop-
posed over wide and worthless regions. But these
acquisitions (the gold of California being yet un-
discovered) promised us nothing but a terrible ex-
pense of troops to maintain them, as long as the
war lasted ; ‘and as they had always been burden-
some to Mexico, their loss was little likely to make
her wish for peace. In short, our Government be-
gan to perceive that the war threatened to become
a long and a ruinous one; for that it could only be
finished by striking at the central seat of the Mexi-
can power ; and this there seemed no hope of reach-
ing with any of ourarmies. It was in this state of
things that Gen. Scott undertook to show them that
there were resources in the art of war by which a
great leader could penetrate fo the very capital of
our adversary, and from  the halls of Montezama”
dictate a peace. At first they looked on his whole
idea as a mere dream ; but it was not long before
Scott made them sce that it could be realized. They
then adopted it and entrusted its execution to him :
for they well knew that nobody else was capable of
it. Bat, warned by the triumphs of Gien. Taylor,
which had raised them up a rival for the Presidency,
they determined, in employing Scott, to guard against
any addition to his already dangerous renown, b
setting over him a Democratic Lieutenant-General,
This purpose, however, they took care to conceal
until he was gone upon the expedition ; and, hap-
pily, Congress refused to adopt the idea of the lisu-
tenant-generalship. The latter, then, proceeded to
the scene of operations ; wpassing by way of the Rio
Grande and Tampico to the isle of Lobos, where his
troops were to be collected ; and leaving his ord-
nance and other materials of war to follow him to
Vera Cruz. . There, by the 6th March, 1847, his
whole fleet of transports arrived, and took station at
Anton Lizardo, twelve miles south of the city. On
the Tth, the General, accompanied by his chief offi-
cers and those of our squadron, examined the shore,
in the little steamer Petrita, and fixed on a point
about three miles south of the city for the landing.
HE LANDS NEAR VERA CRUZ—LAYS SIEGE TO IT,
TAKES IT.
There have been few enterprises, for many cen-
turies, like that of our great captain; none so dar-
ing, except that of Cortez. That of Lepanto, and
that of the invincible Armada were failures. -
parte’s against Egypt was far more numerous, and
at last defeated. The French have been the teach-
ers of war to the modern world; but their expedi-
tion against Algiers in 1830, while much larger,
and of far longer preparation, was every way ex-
ceeded by Seott's. e surpassed his teachers,
They, under much more favorable cireumstances,
threw ashore, in a day, but 9,000 men ; he, 12,000,
They lost, by accidents in the operation, near forty
men ; he, not one. Nothing was ever better ma-
naged. It was, indeed, so well done as to prevent
all opposition by the enemy. He obtained the first
t point—a foothold for conquest—without strik-
ing & blow. The seecond—the capture of Vera
Cruz and its castle—was accomplished with
equal ability, almost without loss, in a surprisingly
short time; and yet, with scarcely half the means
of attack which the Government was to have sent
him, he landed his troops on the Oth, invested the
city at all points by the 12th : on the 1Sth, though
delayed for five days by a storm which rendered
impossible the landing of his siege guns, he 0
his trenches ; by the 22d he was ready to batter it,

the 26th he had so torn it to pieces that it offered
to capitulate , which it ingly did next d.n'i;
and on the 20th he took ion of the city, the
castle, about five hundras pieces of fine artillery,
a quantity of military stores, five thousand prison-
ers, and the chief commercial port of Mexico, the
proper basis and point of mppi{_lfor his further con-
quests, All this was, by a skill and a humanity

HE PUSHES ON TOWARDE MEXICO—WINS THE
GREAT VICTORY OF CERRO GORDO,

The highest qualities of the great commander
and rapidly to execute. For
these Scott has always been remarkable. Giving
the enemy no longer pause than was necessary for
getting and putting in motion his own means for
m.pamng his artillery and supplies, he moved for.
ward with 8,000 men upon the enemy’s formidable

on the Sth of February. Meantime, while
S:l.yed, he had struck at and taken Alvarado, the

His forward movement was in three divisions : the
foremost that of Gen. Twiggs; Patterson's followed
on the 10th; Worth's onsﬁa 12th.  Of an oppos-
ing force of the enemy they had only vague ac-
counts. On the Oth Scott had Imnmr that Presi.
nent Santa Anta was at Jalapa, with 6,000 men ;
but until he came in front of bim at Cerro Gordo
did not suppose his army above 4,000
But on the 14th wl:n Le arrived at
village.of Rio del Plan, where lay Twi
sion ready to attack and certain to have
feated, he

o little
's divi
n de-

were beforo him, 15,000 strong, in what seemed an
almost im le puss, the natural advantages of

were not put on to please either. And here we may
just as well add that he stands in the same position

which, increased by many artificial defences, »

as to the Compromise of 1850 : he was and is ite
friend ; every body knows it; and he has never |Santa.

ing in the history of
‘hﬁlﬂﬂldy, bu?lra ady
In 1845 the pretended
as the ene-

vote, It was
thought to have defeated Mr. Clay’s election. Be-

g iladelphia, the
Plaquemines frauds, and other like events, alarmed

were going to govern us.  Under the excitement of

P- | virtue of

tack was thought the
Anns, no

into all the
ry's position, and found a
narrow and rough) could be opened th
rocks and hills on the enemy's left,

wey (
SE

this he might send a force into Santa Anna’s rear,

his_positions and cut off his re.
treat. A 3;,' Worth having joined him at
midnight on the 16th, Scott made on the 17tk all
his dispositions for the morrow’s attack, and issued
that remarkable general order in which he may be
#aid to have exactly described in advance the next
day’s battle.  Already Twiggs's divhiow;uludin
Smith's and supported by Shields’s) h
been pushed forward by the new path, and seized
the T hill, in order to batter from it the
enemy’s ition, the crest of Cerro Gordo.
To mount our ies on the Te and an-
other across the river on the enemy’s right for rak-
ing their Io'am-ré.nfe of batteries (17 pieces) heavy
guns were that night, with prodi labor, -
1 and lifted up by hapd. ~ Well, at dawn on the
Sth, the movements begin. Twi advanees upon
the hill of Cerro Gordo; Shiclds is thrown still
further forward, to take possession of the road be-

nndntmnqy

yond the in the enemy’s rear; Pillow’s divi-
sion a the lower of batteries er
with the view of alarming than of taking them ;

{ while Wo::;’n R;in‘iaion Iui; eld 0:‘]: ?me,- with the
dragoons artillery. all sides the fight
was fierce and long : bntrzt last nothi 'm!dﬁgl:-
sist the American ardor : all the enemy’s positions
are stormed and carried : 3,600 of the enemy, in-
cluding five generals, are cut off and surrender; the
rest of their urmy is either killed or broken up and
pursued; 43 fine ‘p}:ooeu of bronze 3 g,OGO

was destroyed, and the way to Mexieo’s capital lefs
open; for really, in Seott’s own words, “ She had
no longer an army.” LS
- CAPTURE OF JALAPA, PEROTE, AND PUEBLA,
The admirable battle of Cerro Gordo filled not
only the American but the European world with
astonishment, and gave a boundless idea of not ouly
the valor of our troops but the military genius of
their leader. Tt might well do so, for the victory
was scarcely as brilliant as it was decisive. Puebla
fell at once; the strongly fortified pass of La Hoya
was abandoned; the powerful castle of Perote,
one of the bulwarks olfgo Mexico, surrendered, with
all its canmon and stores; and the town
of Puebla, of which the wild and fertile valley was
the destined granary and garden of tem: rary re-
pose for our men, lay at our mercy. Of this last
point possession was taken on the 15th of May.
From it, with scarcely an intervening place of re-
sistance, was within reach the grand final scene
of Secott's operations—the great and beautiful vale
of Mexico, its lakes, fortresses, castles, entrenched
camps, and convents ; those dangerous causeways,
of whose difficulties Cortez got such a taste of old;
and, lastly, the splendid old city itself. But Seott
could not at once proceed to the attack; his effec-
tive force, cut down by battle, disease, desertion,
the dismissal of volunteers whose term of service
was running out, and the garrisons of necessity left
behind, was now shrunk to less than five thousand.
It would have been madness not to wait for rein-
forcements, as it would have been folly to carry
forward to the desperate fights which he knew lay
before him either unwilling volunteers, or, without
a previous training, the fresh recruits that were to
come up. Besides, like Gen. Taylor, he had served
his country too well. Him he had been sent to
eclipse ; but he had eclipsed him too much, and
turned upon himself the Presidential and party jeal-
ousy, which had little thought of making a war that
should give glory and popularity to its Generals,
not itself, and miaie thfilm, not itself or its friends,
to two successive Presidencies. To guard against
this, it had intended to place over Scott :gm ¥
Licutenant-General; and, failing in that, it had now
sent, in the ¥ers¢m of a clerk out of the State De-
partment, (Mr. Trist,) a civil commissioner, empow-
ered tostep the operations of the army just when
he saw fit. Under these strange and disheartening
circumstances, Scott was compelled to pause during
the month of June and July. He was even without
money to buy ordinary supplies for his troops.
Meantime several important measures occupied him
and turned the delay to a ; he issued a very
able proclamation to the Mexicans, to' conciliate
them ; he made himself far better acquainted with
the difficulties and defences of the great vale; he
thoroughly disciplined the raw troops, as fast as the
arrived ; and, seeing that he had not force enoug]
without it, Le boldly abandoned his line of commnu-
nieations with Vera Cruz, t forward all his
gurrisons, and turned his army, as he said, into a
“ self-sustaining machine.”” On the Tth August he
sent forward his first division for the Mexican vale.
The others followed on the 8th, Oth, and 10th.
From that day to the 13th they all entered the

plain.
TURNS LAKE CHALCO: VICTORY AFTER VICTORY :

TAKES THE GREAT CITY.

The direct approach to the capital by the nation-

al road offered the greatest difficultics, natural and
artificial, of any. Quitting
ran

it, therefore, outside the

of these more formidable defences, which

would have cost the lives of too many of his brave
and beloved soldiers, he retraced his
o o
an th
many difficulties, around Lakes Chalco and Xm
milco, to Ban Augustin, on the more assailable but
still very strong southern side of the city
une
by | and was accomplished by the 1Sth of August.
avoided the main y iy
at his weakest point ; bmﬁl:
instead of fifteen miles of
better field of aetion. Here, at on
with a total force of less than 11,05(%
loose, in a series of admirably ealoulated battles and
manceuvres, the whole art of war, in nssailing and
beating, amidst all their advantages of‘fﬂrﬁlﬂ? i-
tions, an enemy of about thrice his numbers. t
of all came the strongly defended village of S8an An-
tonio, approachable ouly by a long causeway. It
Seott turned on the 19th, by eu
o field of Yava, (a pedregal) ; fell on
of Valelicia 2:;! ]:ts rear, and in ﬂ]l: battle of Contre-
a8, on the 20th, cut to pieces his
made 2,000
force of 12,
mia fell at once and was evacuated, making the
the three several battles of Churabuseo—those of
the Téte du
vent of San
against Santa Anna in -
won, with a destruction om1f
tire Mexican army and of all their onter I‘IIITI of
defences.  Nothin Castle of
Chapultepee, the ﬁ
oity-gl:m, to protect the eapital.
was t

to which he ad o.a)w“""'f"’i“m
near to which he advanced, ot-
Ermn Buenavista made his way, .
. This
mancuvre and march begmontbelﬁtlh
t
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our army within nine
city, and gave us a

Seott began,
men, to let
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7,000 men and
isbners, in sightof Santa Anna's
. Upon_ this, the position of San

point carried that morning. In the afternoon

y (bridge-head,) of the Castle-Con-
b}o,(:::%? t'hei; in of Churubusco,
ht and
the en-

was left them but the
olino del Rey, and the fortified
Their logs in men

us far at least 12,000 ; ours, rather more than

1,000. The city eould in the terror and
evufualon of wik dnuﬂl“wm&, have been taken
by storm that night. So
Government had placed with him acommissioner, and

Scott ;
not less than humanity (the two ever his great

dut
soon ascertained that the Mexican foroes | leading.stars) commanded that he should listen o
overtures.
consented to an

came the next morning,
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peared to defy all direct attack, while a direct at-

On the 7th, Scott put an end o the armistice;

u.h for Mr. 'Trist to tr
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